
BIG IDEA
Forgive. Forgive. Forgive.

LUKE | THE BASICS   |   WEEK 4 OF 4

GOD STORY
How Many Times Do I 
Forgive?
Luke 17:1-4

KEY VERSE
“Father, may your name 
be honoured. May your 
kingdom come. Give us 
each our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins, as we 
also forgive everyone who 
sins against us. Keep us 
from falling into sin when 
we are tempted.
Luke 11:2b–4 (NIRV)

LEADER TIP
Prepare for the activities 
before the kids arrive, 
so you can lead with 
confidence and 
enthusiasm! Remember to 
pray for your group, too. 

Life Story
1   |   CONVERSATION STARTER   (2 Minutes)
Lead into today’s lesson by talking about forgiveness, then introduce the 
Big Idea.

2   |   INTRO ACTIVITY   (5 Minutes)
Move in a variety of silly ways to travel from station to station and discuss 
forgiveness.

God Story | Life Story
3  |   WEEKLY VIDEO   (12 Minutes)
Watch the video, which includes host, God Story, Key Verses and Life 
Story segments. Recap and discuss the teaching together.

My Story
4  |   SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY   (12 Minutes*)
Discuss Colossians 3:13. (Palm Sunday) Explain what happened on 
Palm Sunday and make a palm leaf craft as a reminder to take home. 
(Alternate) Create a door hanger craft.

5  |   WRAP-UP ACTIVITY   (8 Minutes)
Discuss how holding grudges is unhealthy for us and encourage the kids 
to think of forgiving others as a healthy thing to do.

Our Story
6   |   DISMISSAL   
Connect with parents and give them take-home materials.

* Extend as needed and adjust for other activities
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2  |  Intro Activity1  |  Conversation Starter
SUPPLIES
• None 

LEADER TIP
If it’s Palm Sunday, let the kids know that you’ll be 
talking about that today, as well as forgiveness.
 
INSTRUCTIONS
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone together. 
b. Ask: 

• Who’s the last person you had to tell you that 
were sorry?

• Who’s the last person you forgave?
• Is it hard or easy to ask for forgiveness? Why?

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the 
kids share their answers with the people sitting 
closest to them or with everyone.

d. Introduce the Big Idea: Forgive. Forgive. Forgive.

SUPPLIES
• None

LEADER TIP
Place the signs around your group’s space

INSTRUCTIONS
a. Lead everyone to move from sign to sign in 

a variety of silly ways (e.g., like a bird, like a 
snake, etc.).

b. Stop at each sign and read it aloud.
c. Encourage the kids to consider how difficult 

it would be for them to be forgiving in this 
scenario. 

d. Guide them to rate it on a scale of one (super 
easy to forgive) to ten (impossible to forgive) 
and show the number they choose using their 
fingers.

e. Before moving on to the next sign, discuss why 
it would be easier or more difficult for them to 
show forgiveness in that situation.

Life Story
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3  |  Weekly Video
SUPPLIES
• Video file
 
INSTRUCTIONS
a. Play the video. It includes:

• Host segment
• God Story (How Many Times Do I Forgive? | 

Luke 17:1–4)
• Key Verses segment
• Life Story (After Jordan Bokma fell into a 

manure pit his dad forgave him for being 
disobedient. That experience reminded Jordan 
of how often God forgives us.)

b. Discuss: 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video?
•  What was the God Story about?
• How do you think these two stories and today’s 

Big Idea (Forgive. Forgive. Forgive.) connect?

4  |  Small Group Activity
SUPPLIES
• Bibles
• Heart stickers
• Markers
• Pens
• (Palm Sunday) Palm leaf cut outs
• (Alternate) Door hangers

LEADER TIP
Make sure everyone’s names are on their pages.

INSTRUCTIONS
a. Review the main point of the God Story: Jesus 

told us to forgive and keep on forgiving!
b. Explain that the Bible reminds us to forgive in a 

number of different places.
c. Make sure everyone has a Bible. Share them if 

needed.
d. Show the kids how to look up Colossians. Start 

by finding the book in the table of contents. Flip 
to the page where it starts. Point out that the big 
numbers are chapters, and the little numbers are 
verses. Guide them to find Colossians 3:13.

e. Read the verse out loud.
f. Discuss:

• Do you need to be reminded to forgive?
• Do you ever need to be reminded to ask for 

forgiveness?

God Story | Life Story My Story
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PALM SUNDAY CRAFT
a. Explain that today the church is celebrating 

when Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a donkey. 
It’s called Palm Sunday. 

b. Ask the kids if they know what the people did 
when they saw Jesus.

c. Let them know that the crowd shouted, 
“Hosanna!” and waved palm branches to 
celebrate Jesus.

d. Explain that these same people yelled, “Crucify 
him!” just five days later. While Jesus was dying, 
he was FORGIVING THEM. That’s a God-sized 
level of forgiveness, which we can receive, too!

e. Give each person a palm leaf cut-out.
f. Place the other supplies where everyone can 

reach them easily.
g. Direct the kids to use their creativity to make a 

reminder to forgive as Jesus did and to ask for 
forgiveness.

ALTERNATE CRAFT
a. Give each person a door hanger.
b. Place the other supplies where everyone can 

reach them easily.
c. Direct the kids to use their creativity to make a 

door-hanger reminder to forgive as Jesus did 
and to ask for forgiveness.

5  |  Wrap-Up Activity
SUPPLIES
• Stickers

BEFORE THE ACTIVITY
Review the instructions below several times so you can 
do this activity without reading from the lesson plan. 
Being prepared will enhance the kids’ experience!

INSTRUCTIONS
a. Remain in your small group and sit in a circle.
b. Remind the kids that in today’s God Story, Jesus 

told his disciples that even if someone sins against 
them seven times a day, they should forgive each 
time. Interesting fact: doctors think forgiveness is 
healthy for us. Holding a grudge or not forgiving 
someone can be dangerous to your health!

c. Place the stickers in the middle of your circle.
d. Choose one person to be part of a visual example.
e. Explain that each of the stickers stands for 

something that someone else is doing to anger, 
hurt, or annoy that person. 

f. Remind everyone that not forgiving is painful to us! 
g. Ask the example person to pretend the stickers are 

painful when placed on their arms.
h. Say, “If I do something [put a sticker on kid’s arm] 

to upset [kid’s name], it may take some time for 
them to forgive me. If I ask for forgiveness, it 
shouldn’t be difficult for them to forgive me. [Have 
them take off the sticker.] However, if we all keep 
doing things to anger, hurt, or annoy [kid’s name] 
and don’t ask for forgiveness, it hurts.”
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6  |  Dismissal
SUPPLIES
• Crafts
• Take-home cards
• Key Verses cards
• Key Verses colouring pages

LEADER TIP
Organize the take-home materials so they’re easy 
to access. It may be helpful to sort them before 
the lesson, then set out any crafts later. Consider 
having one leader focus on handing out everything

INSTRUCTIONS
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids. 

Take a moment to share a highlight or two from 
your time together today.

b. Give everyone a weekly take-home card as well 
as the series Key Verses card and colouring 
page.

c. Remind the kids to take their crafts.
d. Make sure their security numbers match before 

they leave your group’s space.

Our Story

i. Guide everyone to put a sticker on that kid’s 
arm.

j. Point out that the more we hold onto grudges 
and don’t forgive people, the more it hurts.

k. Ask the example person to remove all the 
stickers.

l. Emphasize that God forgives all of our sins! 
m. Highlight that God asks us to forgive others, too.
n. Invite the group to close their eyes and think 

quietly about whether there’s anyone they need 
to forgive or ask for forgiveness.

o. After about 20 seconds, pray, “Dear God, please 
help us forgive others the way you forgive us. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.


